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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to'a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 

the United States. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Kortum (US Pub No.2003/0079028). 

As to claim 1 , Kortum disclose, a terminal comprising: a menu screen 
(example, menu, see page 3, left column [0045] line, 5 and example, screen, 
figure 1) obtaining unit for obtaining a menu screen including link information 
(example, link, see figure 4) a connection status checking unit for checking the 
connection status of a linked server specified by each piece of the link 
information included within the menu screen (example, status indicator 104, 
Internet connection identifier 102, see page 3 left column [0045], lines, 3-4 and 
figure 1) and a menu screen display processing unit for displaying the connection 
status of the linked server checked by the connection status checking unit on the 
menu screen (example, Internet connection to display, see page 3, right 
column[0047], lines, 9-14 and figure 5). 

As to claim 2, Kortum disclose, wherein a process of checking the 
connection status by the connection status checking unit is performed in parallel 
with a display process by the menu screen display processing unit (see figure 1 ). 
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As to claim 3, Kortum disclose, wherein a discrimination mark differs 
depending upon a level of the connection status and is associated with the 
corresponding piece of the link (example, status indicator, different color lights, 
see page 4, left column [0051], lines, 1-23). 

As to claim 4, Kortum disclose, wherein a color according to a level of the 
connection status is applied to the corresponding piece of the link infomriation or 
a portion related thereto (example, connection health indicator is color, see page 
4, right column [0068], lines 1-5). 

As to claim 5, Kortum disclose, wherein the menu screen display 
processing unit does not display a piece of the link information corresponding to 
an inaccessible server (example, disconnected or unavailable, see page 3, right 
column, [0047] lines, 5 and figure 1). 

As to claim 18, Kortum disclose, method for displaying a menu screen, 
comprising: displaying a menu screen including link information; checking the 
connection status of a linked server specified by each piece of the link 
information included within the menu screen; and reflecting on the menu screen 
the checked connection status (example, link, connection, status, menu screen, 
figure 4). 

As to claim 19, Kortum disclose, method according to claim 18, wherein 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to checking the connection status of the linked 
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server is performed when the connection status of the linked server changes 
(see page 4, left column, 0056] line, 1-22 and figure 3). 

As to claim 20, Kortum disclose, wherein information transmitted from the 
linked server includes music data (see page 3, right column, [0050] line, 11 and 
figure 2). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 

issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kortum (US Pub No.2003/0079028) in view of Nakano et al. (US Patent No: 
6.430,499). 

As to claim 6, Kortum disclose, the connection status checking unit checks 
the connection status of the linked server (example, status indicator 104, Internet 
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connection identifier 102, see page 3 left column [0045], lines, 3-4 and figure 1). 
However Kortum does not disclose, wherein the terminal is mounted upon a 
vehicle and the connection status checking unit checks the connection status of 
the linked server while the vehicle is stopped. Nakano from the same field of 
endeavor disclose, wherein the terminal is mounted upon a vehicle (example, 
vehicle mounted temninal, column 2, lines 4-5) and the connection status 
checking unit checks the connection status of the linked server while the vehicle 
is stopped (example, position detector, see column 1 1 , lines, 33; fixed-type 
terminals, not only to movable terminals, types of road, see column 1 , line, 51 , 
and column, 1 6, line, 42-49), It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skilled in the art to modify Kortum with the features of temiinal is mounted upon 
a vehicle and the connection status checking unit checks the connection status of 
the linked server while the vehicle is stopped as presented by Nakano. The 
motivation to combine these two references involves getting various information 
on a real time basis from movable or fixed type terminals. 
6. Claims 7-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kortum (US Pub No.2003/0079028) in view of Nakano et al. (US Patent No: 
6,430,499). 

As to claim 7, Kortum disclose, a menu screen obtaining unit for 
obtaining a menu screen including link information (example, link, see figure 4) a 
connection status checking unit for checking the connection status of a linked 
sen/er (example, status indicator, see page 3, left column, [0046] lines, 7-8 and 
figure 1) specified by each piece of the link information, included within the menu 
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screen when the connection status changes (see figure 3 and 4) and a menu 
screen display processing unit for displaying the connection status of the linked 
server checked by the connection status checking unit on the menu screen 
(example, menu, see page 3, left column [0045] line, 5 and example, screen, 
figure 1 ). 

However Kortum does not disclose, wherein the terminal is mounted upon 
a vehicle. Nakano from the same field of endeavor disclose, wherein the 
terminal is mounted upon a vehicle (example, vehicle mounted terminal, column 
2, lines 4-5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skilled in the art to 
modify Kortum with the features of terminal is mounted upon a vehicle as 
presented by Nakano. The motivation to combine these two references Involves 
getting various information on a real time basis from movable or fixed type 
terminals. 

As to claim 8, Nakano disclose, vehicle mounted terminal according to 
claim 7, wherein the connection status of the linked server changes when the 
speed of the vehicle changes and crosses a predetemiined value (example, 
speed sensor, see column 17, line, 65). 

As to claim 9, Nakano disclose, vehicle mounted terminal according to 
claim 7, further comprising a communication processing unit for receiving 
information transmitted from the linked server through radio waves, wherein the 
connection status of the linked server changes when the electric field strength of 
received radio waves in the communication processing unit changes and crosses 
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a predetermined reference value (example, digital broadcast technologies, radio 
waves, see column, 2 lines 11-12 and column, 1 1 line 41 ). 

As to claim 10. Kortum disclose, further comprising a communication 
medium determining unit for determining the change of the communication 
medium, wherein the connection status of the linked server changes when the 
communication medium determined by the communication medium determining 
unit changes (page 3, right column [0047], lines 1-150. 

As to claim 11, Nakano disclose vehicle mounted terminal according to 
claim 7, further comprising a geographic condition determining unit for 
determining geographic conditions of a driving location of the vehicle upon which 
the terminal is mounted, wherein the connection status of the linked server 
changes when the geographic conditions determined by the geographic condition 
determining unit change (example global positioning system, see column 17, line 
63). 

As to claim 12, Nakano disclose, further comprising a road determining 
unit for determining the type of road on which the vehicle is running, wherein the 
connection status of the linked server changes when the type of road determined 
by the road detemiining unit changes (example, roads by type, see column 29, 
lines 50-60). 

As to claim 13, Nakano disclose, further comprising a communication 
status determining unit for determining communication status and a 
communication status history storing unit for storing the history of the determined 
communication status, wherein the connection status of the linked server 
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changes when the past communication status corresponding to the driving 
location of the vehicle Is determined to be unfavorable based upon the 
communication status history stored within the communication status history 
storing unit (example, storage medium, see column 1, lines 16-28 and figure 1). 

As to claim 14, Kortum disclose, wherein the menu screen has a displayed 
area larger than a display, and the connection status checking unit checks the 
connection status of each piece of the link information included within the entire 
menu screen which can be selectively displayed in the display by scrolling or 
page change (example, 208(scroll bar),, see figure 8). 

As to claim 15, Kortum disclose, further comprising a function of a 
computer which can be connected to the Internet, wherein the menu screen 
obtaining unit receives the menu screen through the Internet (example, internet 
connection, see page 2, left column [0032] line, 5). 

As to claim 16, Kortum disclose, wherein information transmitted from the 
linked server includes music data (example, music, see abstract and figure 8). 

As to claim 17, Nakano disclose, vehicle mounted terminal according to 
claim 7, further comprising a function of a receiver for receiving infomnation 
distributed from a broadcast station, wherein the menu screen obtaining unit 
retrieves the menu screen stored within a storage device incorporated in the 
receiver (example, broadcast technologies, see column, 2 lines 10-17). 



Application/Control Number: 10/800,153 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2109 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The US Patent number 6,549,944 by Weinberg et al. is cited to teach 
automated test engine for GUI applications. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Meseker Takele whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-1653. The examiner can nomially be reached on Monday - Friday 
7:30AM- 5:00PM est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Xiao Wo can be reached on (571) 272-2100. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Infomnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications Is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated Information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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